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Down in the 
Valley
» Valleypalooza: Check out  
more photos on A6
» Owensboro: Regional 
campus is small-scale 
version of BG campus A3
» This is the last print 
edition of the Herald this 
school year, but look for 
Stressbusters and the grad 




A new building for the Gordon Ford 
College of Business is one step closer 
to completion. 
Last week, the Board of Regents were 
given architectural renderings of what 
the finished business building would 
look like.
Constructing the College of Business 
is a four-part process, President Gary 
Ransdell said. First, parking must be 
built between Adams and Kentucky 
Streets to accommodate for displaced 
parking as the building begins con-
struction. Once the facility is com-
pleted, classes and offices currently 
located in Grise Hall will move into the 
new building. 
Grise will then be renovated into a 
mid campus general building for mul-
tiple types of courses. 
The final step in the process is mov-
ing those remaining classes in Tate 
Page Hall into Grise, tearing Tate Page 
down, and expanding the South Lawn.
“And all that is why it’s a $97 million 
project,” said Ransdell. 
The project in its entirety currently 
holds the top priority on the univer-
sity’s six-year capital plan, which was 
SEE BUILDING PAGE A2
New building 
















Administrators are now tasked with 
finding $7.7 million for the university 
budget, a job compounded by an eight 
year drought in state funding and de-
clining enrollment at WKU.  
Totaled together, increased expendi-
tures and fixed cost increases lead to 
a $9.6 million gap that the university 
needs to cover, and currently, WKU will 
have only $1.9 million of net gain from 
a tuition increase to fill the gap. 
The university lost $15.4 million 
since 2008, as state appropriations 
stagnated each year. 
The biggest factor in this realloca-
tion process, however, is scholarships, 
President Gary Ransdell said. 
Budget increase for academic schol-
arships will grow an additional $3.9 
million to fund freshmen scholarship 
acceptance for the fall 2015. 
“We knew that more and more stu-
Administrators start fi lling $7.7 million gap
Students jump rope together at Valleypalooza Cinco De Mayo edition,Tuesday from 1 to 5 p.m. ASHLEY COOPER/HERALD
BY ABBY PONDER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The conclusion of a semester at WKU signifies a number 
of things. Final exams, papers, and the inevitable stress 
that accompanies them. However, the annual Valleyp-
alooza event encourages students to take a break from the 
stress, even if it’s just for a little while. 
“I think it’s a good stress reliever,” Minnette Ellis, the 
event’s coordinator, said. “It also helps reaffirm the com-
munity before the students leave for the semester. It’s an 
opportunity for students to get together in the middle of 
the day and have fun.”
This year marked the 22nd year of Valleypalooza on 
WKU’s campus. It’s located in the Valley, the lawn between 
Gilbert, McCormack and Rodes-Harlin halls.
“It’s a big traditional program within the department,” 
Ellis said.
The event lasted from 1 to 5 p.m. and students came and 
went as they pleased throughout the afternoon.
Scattered across the lawn were a variety of activities that 
included inflatables, volleyball, craft tables and a dunk 
tank.
“We lucked out with the weather this year,” Ellis said 
with a laugh in reference to the dunk tank.
To celebrate this year’s theme, Cinco de Mayo, students 
lined up to have their chance at breaking a piñata filled 
with candy. Students were spun in circles, blindfolded, as 
their friends and peers cheered. 
Valleypalooza was co-sponsored by Housing and Resi-
dence Life, Health Education and Promotion, ORAC, 
Study Away, Study Abroad and Global Learning and the 
Preston Center. Booths were set up across the lawn high-
lighting the different organizations, and prizes were raf-
fled off to students. 
With the stress of finals approaching, Owensboro fresh-
man Lorenn King said she liked that the event gave stu-
Students unwind at Valleypalooza
SEE VALLEYPALOOZA PAGE A2
$9.8 million budget defecit
-$1.9 million from tuition increase
$7.7 million needed
SEE BUDGET PAGE A2
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• Police arrested Davie, Florida senior Kristina Medero on Wednesday 
for DUI after she was pulled over for disregarding a stop sign on Col-
lege and 13th streets. 
• Clarksville, Tennessee senior Detarian Holmes reported on Monday his 
car stolen from the Registry. 
• Taylorsville junior Andrew M. Abell reported on Monday his bicycle 
stolen from the bike rack in front of the Preston Center. The estimated 
value of the stolen item was $40.
• Abuja, Nigeria freshman Akor Igboyi reported onMonday his bicycle 
stolen from the bike rack in front of the Preston Center. The estimated 
value of the stolen property was $350.
CRIME REPORTS -dents were accepting scholarship of-
fers, maybe even to a bit of a surprise 
and in a positive way we had a 30 per-
cent increase in scholarship accep-
tances,” Ransdell said.
This increase comes with a cost. 
Ransdell said the university is not likely 
to grow scholarship numbers starting 
in the fall 2016 semester, and the uni-
versity “will have to live in the scholar-
ship budget we have.”
“We’ve become the destination point 
for Kentucky’s brightest students but 
we have to pay for that,” Ransdell said. 
Provost and Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs Gordon Emslie said ad-
ministrators had braced for a possible 
financial situation. 
“We were monitoring for the past few 
months to evaluate how significant it was 
going to be, but the final number was a 
little larger than we expected,” he said. 
In faculty senate meetings through-
out the semester, the potential for 
merit-based salary increases had 
been discussed by Emslie and other 
administrators. However, budget real-
locations hinder that possibility as the 
funds administrators hoped to give to 
faculty must now go toward the overall 
$7.7 million. 
 “I don’t think realistically at this 
point, with the budget reallocation we 
face, there’s room to add another pool,” 
Emslie said. “… It’s still a high priority 
for me but it’s a significant challenge at 
this time.” 
There is no word as to whether jobs 
will be lost or preexisting open slots 
will be filled, Ransdell and Emslie said.
“There could be some job loss, but that 
would possibly be departmental rather 
than across the board,” Ransdell said.
Final tallies of empty positions won’t 
be known until late July, Emslie said. 
“Obviously this is one area we have 
to look at, to what extent we can fill va-
cant positions.” he said. “… There will 
be a lot of faculty who retire early typi-
cally is well into July until we’re aware 
of the final number … I do not antici-
pate termination of existing employees 
at this point.”
Ann Mead, senior vice president for 
finance and administration, said via 
email that the scholarship budget in-
creases proposed don’t include the 
added awards that are allocated by the 
College Heights Foundation and the 
WKU Foundation.
Even those supplementary funds 
can’t alleviate the importance of raising 
tuition and fees. 
“We believe next year’s tuition in-
crease is absolutely necessary,” Mead 
said. “Our projected fixed cost increases 
do exceed the projected increase in tu-
ition revenue to fund these increases.”
Facilities and infrastructure aspects 
will see a reduction thanks to the reallo-
cation. The “central funds” mentioned 
in Ransdell’s initial email announce-
ment to faculty and staff includes the 
Facilities Reserve for one-time cam-
pus improvements. The reserve is be-
ing reduced by $800,000 to reduce the 
impact of the base reallocation on the 
smaller divisions, Mead said.
Mead echoed Ransdell and Emslie, 
saying WKU has taken steps to prevent 
students and university jobs from being 
harmed too much by the budget cuts.
“We have always placed a priority on 
protecting the students in terms of aca-
demic offerings and ability to complete 
degree programs in a timely manner,” 
she said. “We have placed a priority to 




-dents a chance to take a break and 
have fun. 
Hope and CanDoo, WKU’s resident 
therapy dogs, were also present. 
The pair weren’t the only dogs on 
site, though.
Kara Sullivan, a nursing senior 
from Louisville, also brought along 
her dog so that he would be able to 
socialize with students and other 
dogs. 
Sullivan, who does not spend much 
time on campus due to the nursing 
program’s being off campus, said she 
enjoyed being able to do something 
on campus again. 
The event encourages people to get 
outside and spend time with their 
peers.
Kendra Coomes, an Owensboro 
sophomore, said she liked the fact 
that the event was designed to bring 
people together.
“I mean, you get to meet new peo-
ple, and it gets people out of their 
rooms,” she said.
With the semester drawing to a 
close and people preparing for finals, 
Valleypalooza offered some momen-
tary relief from the books.
“I think [Valleypalooza] is impor-
tant right before finals,” said De-
wayne Parrish, a Louisville sopho-
more volunteering at the event. “It’s 
a fun gesture of stress relief before 
all the students really have to go to 
work. It’s fun to bring the commu-
nity together and see all your friends 
right before you don’t see them for 




approved by the Board on March 
30. 
Student Government Adminis-
tration President-Elect Jay Todd 
Richey attended Board of Regents 
orientation last week. Richey up-
loaded the photos to his Facebook 
page. 
“I believe the new College of Busi-
ness would be a great asset to our uni-
versity,” Richey said in his post. “If an 
overwhelming percentage [of fund-
ing] comes from the state and other 
sources without a primary option be-
ing an increase in student tuition or 
fees on students, then I will support 
its construction.”
Ransdell said it’s too early to spec-
ulate how much the state will give 
WKU’s capital projects, but the uni-
versity will fight for everything it 
could get.
“We are absolutely screaming at the 
state to return higher education to a 
funding priority,” he said.
BUILDING
Continued frOM FRONT
Due to a Herald error, there was a misidentifi cation the caption of 
Tuesday’s Food Bank story. Madonna May was listed as running the 
food pantry. Elizabeth McGrew also runs the food pantry with May.  
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confi rmed errors that are 
brought to reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or 745-






Construction will continue 
throughout campus as the 
spring semester comes to an 
end. 
Chief Facilities Officer, Bryan 
Russell, recently sent a letter 
to the members of the Plan-
ning, Design and Construc-
tion department about the 
confirmed summer projects. 
Ben Johnson, assistant direc-
tor of the PDC, said the sum-
mer is an opportune time for 
minor construction.
“We take this time to 
start construction and fin-
ish projects when campus 
doesn’t have heavy traffic,” 
he said.
The PDC has about 15 proj-
ects lined up for the summer, 
including roofing mainte-
nance for Cherry Hall and the 
Preston Center, high voltage 
upgrades and repairs to the 
Fine Arts Center fountain.
 The PDC team plans to ap-
ply aluminum coating to roofs 
of Cherry Hall and the Preston 
Center, which will extend their 
usefulness.
According to Johnson, re-
placing the roofs completely 
isn’t the better option.
“If we were to replace the 
roofs they would have a five- 
year life span [in estimate],” 
Johnson said. “Adding the alu-
minum coating guarantees 
longer sustainability.” 
The budget for Cherry Hall’s 
roof is $82,500 and the Pres-
ton Center is budgeted at 
$302,700.
Outside of exterior concerns, 
the PDC are upgrading voltage 
services. This project is called 
High Voltage Phase Eight, and 
its budget stands at $1.1 mil-
lion.
The high voltage upgrades 
will include Rodes-Harlin 
Hall, the Kentucky Building 
and Parking Structure 1.
Johnson said voltage can 
have a significant impact on 
the university.
“Part of the power outage in 
the PFT over winter break was 
partially due to the old voltage 
service,” he said.
The fountain in front of FAC 
will also be worked on over 
the summer. The fountain 
has been closed since last 
summer due to mechani-
cal problems and the mosaic 
tiles have also been hard to 
maintain.
The PDC plans to keep the 
mosaic the same but will uti-
lize different material besides 
the glass that is currently be-
ing used.
The glass can be hazard-
ous to students as students 
may step on glass that has 
become loose, Johnson said. 
The project is budgeted to be 
$100,000.
Most of the summer construc-
tion projects will be funded 
through the university’s Critical 
Needs Fund. This fund is used 
to repair, replace and or con-
struct things on campus that 
are considered a priority.
“There are at times a lot of 
things to do around campus, but 
we choose the ones with high 
priority when we use the Critical 
Needs Fund,” Johnson said.
Other projects include de-
veloping the recently acquired 
property at 1840 Russellville 
Road, which will be used as a 
park and ride for approximately 
120 vehicles and  upgrading 
several fire alarm systems. The 
summer projects will begin 
on May 19 and are slated to be 
complete August 23.
The PDC will also continue 
to work on Thompson Com-
plex North Wing and the Hon-
ors College and International 
Center, which is slated to open 
in August.
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Owensboro campus becomes small-scale main campus
BY ABBY PONDER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Owensboro campus 
could easily be mistaken as a 
scaled-down version WKU’s 
main campus.
The university fight song 
appears on the walls. In ad-
dition to the classrooms, the 
two-story building is also out-
fitted with two computer labs, 
a staff library, a conference 
room and a university book-
store—all amenities available 
to those WKU students in 
Bowling Green. 
For students like Jennifer 
Bowlds, an Owensboro senior 
studying social work, the dif-
ferences aren’t significant. 
“Just because we’re a region-
al campus, it doesn’t mean 
that we’re left out,” she said. 
“We’re just a smaller aspect of 
the university.” 
The Owensboro campus is 
not the only collegiate institu-
tion in the Owensboro com-
munity. Accompanying it are 
Kentucky Wesleyan College, 
Brescia University, Daymar 
College and Owensboro Com-
munity and Technical College 
(OCTC). 
Despite the presence of the 
other universities, Daviess 
County wanted to provide 
the foundation for a four-year 
public university in the com-
munity. The county’s contri-
butions led to the construc-
tion of the current campus 
location, which opened in 
2010. 
“All four of our campuses 
are a part of WKU,” said Gene 
Tice, Owensboro campus re-
gional chancellor. “They’re 
located in a different area, but 
they’re WKU students.”
Students attending Owens-
boro campus typically com-
plete their associate degrees 
before entering WKU as ju-
niors. Several students partici-
pate in the joint admissions 
program offered by nearby 
community colleges and tech-
nical schools.
Hannah King, an academic 
advisor and recruiter for the 
campus, said the joint admis-
sions program makes the tran-
sition between schools easier.
King’s students come from a 
wide variety of backgrounds. 
“In the past two days, I’ve 
had a high school junior sit 
in [her office], and I’ve had 
someone who is 64 sit in that 
same chair,” she said. 
The top majors at the cam-
pus include elementary edu-
cation, psychology, interdis-
ciplinary studies and systems 
management, according to 
King. 
“[These majors] are really re-
flective of this area,” she said. 
“They’re all majors where stu-
dents can get a job in this re-
gion, as well as any region in 
the state.” 
David Powers, the workforce 
development coordinator for 
Owensboro campus, is re-
sponsible for helping students 
on campus prepare for their 
future careers. His goal is to 
eventually attach an intern-
ship to every program offered 
at the campus, he said. 
“We need to provide these 
kinds of opportunities to stu-
dents to help them connect,” 
Powers said.
In addition to the resume 
workshops and career-build-
ing events offered on the cam-
pus, there are also activities 
that encourage students to get 
involved in other ways. 
In the past month, for ex-
ample, the campus hosted a 
Holocaust event that included 
a display in the library, faculty 
presentations and a visit from 
Holocaust survivor Sonja Du-
Bois. 
On-campus activities are 
scheduled around students’ 
schedules with the awareness 
that some times are simply 
not an option for certain stu-
dents, King said.
The locality of the Owens-
boro campus allows for stu-
dents who are bound to the 
region to continue their stud-
ies without making the drive 
to Bowling Green. That acces-
sibility is what DeSha Bowles, 
a health sciences senior from 
Sacramento, said she greatly 
appreciates. 
“It’s very important for col-
leges to have this sort of out-
reach for people who don’t 
live close enough to campus 
or don’t want to live on cam-
pus,” Bowles said. “It allows 
them to be a part of the uni-
versity.”
Building maintenance headline summer construction projects
A construction worker cuts wood for the new WKU Honors Col-





Have an opinion? Tweet us 
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook 
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know 
your thoughts about the editorial, or 
write us with what is on your mind.
EDITORIAL
MAY 7, 2015 >  WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 words. Commentaries should be about 500 
words and include a picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
number, home town and classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and 
clarity. The Herald does NOT print libelous submissions.
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Heights Blvd. #11084, 











































Director DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT refl ect those of Western Kentucky 
University's employees or of its administration.
*Denotes editorial board members. The Herald publishes on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school year. The fi rst 
copy is free, and additional copies are 50 cents each, available in the Student Publications Center on Normal Street.
Finals are fi nally here—but stay calm
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM 
The weather is get-
ting hotter, summer 
is finally upon us and 
classes are coming 
to an end. Before we 
make a race for the 
pool, most of us have 
some unfinished busi-
ness to attend to that 
comes in the form 
of a Scantron. Finals 
week, as much as we 
all dread it, is inevitable. We can’t fight 
the system, but we can adopt ways to 
make the pressures of finals week a 
little less grueling. 
There are no magic strategies that 
will make you ace your finals, but 
there is one method that may help 
you perform better on your exams: 
studying.
Although studying seems simple 
enough, the way you study plays a 
crucial role in how much informa-
tion you’re learning and retaining. To 
begin, you should make a list of all of 
your finals and projects that will be 
due during the week. This list will give 
you a timeline that will allow you to 
plan accordingly and ensure you are 
aware of your exam times since the 
times of the finals often differ from 
the class’s normal time. 
After being aware of your exam 
times, you should find a quiet place to 
study. You may want to try the library, 
the Downing Student Union study 
lounge or a designated study area in 
your dorm. Having a quiet place to 
study allows you to stay focused and 
eliminates distractions. 
The techniques you use while study-
ing play a huge role in retention. If 
you are using a method that doesn’t 
work for you, then you will not be able 
to retain the information that you 
study. Everyone has different pref-
erences, but a few options include 
making flash cards, repetitive read-
ing of the material, speaking aloud to 
yourself, drawing pictures or making 
mnemonic devices and doing prac-
tice questions. You may want to go 
through these options and see which 
one is the most beneficial and stick to 
that. 
Studying may seem like the most 
important facet of acing a final, but 
consistently studying can be hard on 
the brain. Don’t forget that your body 
needs sleep in order to function prop-
erly. If you sacrifice sleep for study-
ing, you will have no energy the next 
day, and your brain will not perform 
its best. Food is also extremely impor-
tant, so try to fill yourself with healthy 
foods that will give you energy and 
make sure to drink plenty of water. 
Coffee seems to be a staple of the fi-
nals week diet, but building yourself
up with caffeine will cause you to
crash. Taking care of yourself and get-
ting sleep at night will help you avoid
the caffeine trap. 
To help de-stress yourself through-
out finals week, there are many ac-
tivities you can do. You can take a
walk, or you may even want to go to
the Counseling and Testing Center to
help manage your stress. You can also
participate in the many finals week
activities that are happening around
campus, such as playing with puppies
in Centennial Mall.
Finals week can be rigorous. It is
stressful, exhausting and downright
intimidating, but if you relax, study
and keep yourself healthy, emotion-
ally and physically, you will conquer.
The only thing standing between you
and summer vacation is that cumu-
lative biology exam, so buckle down
and tackle one thing at a time. 
It’s time for our annual Marsupial 
Awards! A lot has happened this semes-
ter, and we wanted to take a moment 
to commemorate the best and worst of 
WKU.
The Dory Award goes to Bruce 
Marchionda, so he can just keep 
swimming... away from WKU.
The Watergate Deep Throat Award 
goes to the anonymous complainer 
who broke Postergate.
The Yearbook Award goes to the 
some odd 19,000 students who 
didn't purchase a Talisman this year.
The Joker Award goes to Provost 
Emslie for promising raises to fac-
ulty for most of the year and then 
having it be the first thing cut.
The basketball team receives the 
420 Award. Enough said.
The Full Stands award goes to all 
the women's athletics teams who 
kicked ass both on and off court this 
year, but didn't have enough of us 
there to watch them do it.
The Honors College receives the 
Stroke Your Tower Award for erect-
ing a brand new building.
President Ransdell gets the Cupola 
Award for all the construction we're 
about to start paying for but will 
never see.
The Shantytown Award goes to the 
women of Pearce-Ford Tower for 
surviving Snowmaggedon.
Meanwhile, we present Housing 
and Residence Life with the Hilton 
Award for all the outstanding provi-
sions that weren't provided for the 
students without dorm rooms dur-
ing the power outage.
The Elsa award goes to the facili-
ties staff for working hard to make 
campus safe to travel earlier in the 
semester.
The Work It, Hunty! Award goes to 
all the drag queens and kings who 
have more than deserved the cen-
terpiece coverage for three of our is-
sues this semester. 
The Yin and Yang Award goes to 
our Herald advisors for being bal-
anced.
The Carrie Underwood Award 
goes to the drivers who've ran over 
people this semester in hopes that 
Jesus would take the wheel.
The Cheers Award goes to every-
one who'll soon be able to fill up a 
pint on campus. Just make sure you 
don't invite the swim team.
Rand Paul receives our Henry Clay 
award because we would love to see 
another Kentuckian lose the presi-
dency.
The International Reach Award 
goes to the Saudi and Chinese gov-
ernments for letting us reach so far 
into their pockets. 
The Padlock Award goes to An-
them on behalf of the 80+ WKU 
employees whose identities were 
stolen.
Hitcents Plaza receives our Empty 
Parking Garage Award for not being 
a hit and never making any cents.
The Extra-Super-Premium-Awe-
some-Limited-Edition-Gold-Dust-
ed-Parking-Space Award goes to 
Parking and Transportation Servic-
es for the new parking garage plan. 
It looks like Hitcents has available 
parking in the meantime, though.
Brian Meredith receives our Duh-
Nile award for not admitting he sent 
our enrollment numbers down the 
river.
The In Memoriam Award goes to 
Thompson Complex North Wing for 
all the years it faithfully served.
We crown ourself with the Never 
Land Award, for all of our jokes that 
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THE FUN PAGE
Classifi ed Advertising Manager: Ashley Edwards
advertising@wkuherald.com
CLASSIFIEDS
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics
2945 Scottsville Rd. (Near Greenwood Mall)
615-782-8092
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when 
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not 
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
ACROSS
1 Common lunch 
hr. end
6 Lowers, as 
lights
10 Drift gently











20 Toy with a 
heating element
23 Like “las” in 
Sp.




is an official 
language
30 Erstwhile TV 
ministry
33 White Label 
Scotch maker






40 “Not my 
decision”





45 1961 Rick 
Nelson hit
47 Nightly news 
fodder, with 
“the”





55 Neither ahead 
nor behind ... and 
what 20-, 35- and 
45-Across are 
literally doing
61 Clown of 
renown
64 Met or Nat
65 Jazz singer 
O’Day




































25 Hardy’s “The 
Return of the __”
26 Pop over
27 “She loves me 
not” piece
28 Greg of “B.J. 
and the Bear”
29 Take on 
successfully, as a 
challenge
31 Béret bearer










46 Side with the 
ball
48 Hot, for now
52 New England 
collegian
54 Born-__
56 “Show Boat” 
composer
57 Really gets to






62 Tulsa sch. 
named for an 
evangelist
63 “__ in the 







News/Talk 93 WKCT (AM 930) has an immediate 
opening for a part-time reporter/anchor. Position would 
also assist in producing afternoon talk show. Good 
communication and writing skills necessary. Call Chad at 
(270) 781-2121.
Brusters Ice Cream is looking for fun loving, 
energetic, hard working college students to join our 
team. We are now hiring scoopers for year round 
positions.  Applications can be found at Brusters.com 
and dropped off in person anytime.
EARN UNLIMITED INCOME FOR THE 
SUMMER
Qualifi ed candidates needed! Prove you have integrity, 
commitment, desire, and focus. Send resume to:
rev.l.e.winston@gmail.com
Servers and kitchen help needed. Apply in person. 
Verdi Restaurant, 410 E. Main Street, 
Bowling Green, KY.
42101
THANK  YOU,  JASON!
You have made working at the Herald an 
educational and fun experience for us all!
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ABOVE: Freshman Kelsy Leppo, of Lexington (far left), Lauren Wagner, of Louisville (far right), and Zena Gavin, of northern Kentucky, enjoy time together in the ball pit at 
Valleypalooza: Cinco De Mayo edition, Tuesday, from 1 to 5 p.m.  
ABOVE LEFT: Sophomore Felipe Silva, an international student from Brazil, plays a round of hillbilly golf. ABOVE TOP RIGHT: Freshman Trevor Devlin, of Grand Rapids, 
Michigan (in yellow), cheers on his brother Travis Devlin (in blue) while he competes against Jordan Bybee, of Louisville. ABOVE RIGHT: Sophomore Felipe Silva, an 
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BY ANDREW HENDERSON 
AND TREY CRUMBIE
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Students on their way to the Down-
ing Student Union may notice a color-
ful array of blue, green, pink and yel-
low origami cranes sitting on strings 
outside the student center.
In the spring during finals week, the 
Center for Career and Professional 
Development puts out the brightly 
colored paper birds in order to wish 
students good luck as they prepare for 
and take their finals. Japanese legend 
says that anyone who folds a thou-
sand origami cranes will be granted a 
wish by a crane.
Becky Tinker, associate director of 
the Center for Career and Profession-
al Development, said in order to pass 
finals, students need more than just 
cranes.
“It’s hard work and all of that, but I 
think that the cranes are just a cool 
way to say to the students, ‘we’re 
thinking of you and we’re here for you 
during this stressful time,’” she said.
The cranes are usually put out the 
week of finals, but due to question-
able weather next week, Tinker said 
the cranes were put out a week early. 
Paper cranes 
to wish good 
luck on fi nals
Tobacco worker struggles to supporT family
BY NICK WAGNER 
LIFES@WKUHERALD.COM
It’s Cinco de Mayo in Mexico— 
people fill city streets to capacity, 
bets are placed on cockfights, sup-
plies of Corona beer run dry in local 
stores, fireworks light up the Mexi-
can sky and families gather togeth-
er to remember and celebrate the 
bravery Mexico displayed when it 
defeated France at Puebla 153 years 
ago. However, there’s no fiesta for 
Rosalino Santiago Garcia. 
While more than 120 million Mexi-
cans celebrate the national holiday, 
Santiago Garcia, 32, is headed north 
for his 13th year in Kentucky’s to-
bacco fields. The 70-hour bus ride 
displaces him from his 21-year-old 
wife, Sabina, two sons, Leandro, five, 
and Josue, two, and 5 month-old 
baby girl, Elyssia. 
“It’s hard to leave my kids behind… 
It always makes me sad,” Santiago 
Garcia said. “But I believe that any hu-
man in any job will always put their 
family first.” 
It wasn’t even three months ago 
when the last tobacco harvest ended 
and Santiago Garcia hoped he could 
skip the next harvest. He wanted to 
spend time with his young family, 
but when he returned to his home in 
the southern Mexican state of Oaxa-
ca, no work was available or at least 
Tackling the spicy level 10 at Thai Thai is a thrill
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM
Rather than write a regular food 
review for the last week of BG 
Eats this semester, I have chosen 
instead to do a food challenge. 
Well, the editors told me to do a 
food challenge. So, I began look-
ing for options. The idea of slog-
ging through a massive quantity 
of food was less than appealing, so 
I opted instead to test the resolve 
of my taste buds in a spice-based 
challenge. I was not looking for-
ward to this. 
The objective to conquer was 
at Thai Thai, a place favorably re-
viewed during last semester. Thai 
Thai offers customers to specify 
the level of spiciness they prefer in 
their dishes, on a range from 1-10. 
Normally a level three or four is 
enough for a pleasant heat that 
can even induce a little perspira-
tion. 
In search of a proper, if some-
what dreaded, challenge, this time 
I decided to ask for my green curry 
with a level 10 heat. This produced 
a laugh and quizzical glance from 
the waitress. I cautiously commit-
ted anyway.  
The curry that arrived was in-
nocuous in appearance, which 
helped sooth my increasing anxi-
ety. The roasted vegetables and 
chicken that sat simmering in a 
bowl of milky, green-hued broth 
added a comfortable familiarity. I 
asked for an additional serving of 
steamed rice to be safe. 
With two sides of rice and a tall 
glass of ice water at the ready, I 
tucked in. Thankfully, the first im-
pression to come through was the 
savory complexity of the curry, 
which assuaged the fear that the 
spiciness would dominate any 
other flavor. This would actually 
still taste good.
I was not as thankful for the hint 
of pure spice creeping along the 
back of the tongue. 
This soon sparked into a swel-
tering fire that failed to subside 
until well after the meal was fin-
ished. The strain of a hard-fought 
battle quickly became visible.
Within minutes, my forehead 
started to sweat, phlegm was un-
leashed from the nostrils, and the 
napkin turned into an emergency 
tissue. Common table manners 
were quickly discarded. 
Yet after several minutes of agony, 
multiple glasses of ice-water and a 
heaping helping of rice, the curry 






to the BG 
restaurant 
scene
SEE BG EATS PAGE B3
SEE FINALS WEEK PAGE B2
  NO 
FIESTA
BG Eats columnist John Greer eats 
Thai Thai curry at level 10 spicy
WHAT'S ONLINE AT 
WKUHERALD.COM
BG Eats: Challenge edition
Much of the food eaten by Santiago Garcia and his family comes directly from the fi elds where they live, like onions, which are grown by a family just a few houses away. 
The onions are all-natural, grown purely with water and nothing more. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
SEE MEXICO PAGE B2
Outside of their home in Santa Ana, Sabina gives a farewell kiss to her husband, Rosalino, on Tuesday. It was the last kiss the 
two shared before Rosalino left, and there won't be another kiss for nine more months. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
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at a rate that would support a family of 
five.
The highest paying job Santiago Gar-
cia encountered paid 150 pesos for 10 
hours of work a day—just short of an 
American dollar per hour—leaving 
next to nothing after buying the daily 
necessities of eggs, milk and tortillas.
The difference is apparent to Santia-
go Garcia what work across the border 
can provide for one’s life. 
Through the H-2A form, a temporary 
work visa, he’s garnered enough mon-
ey to purchase two acres of land, build 
a new house, buy new appliances and 
furniture, but most importantly, he 
has the ability to provide for his chil-
dren. 
“The work isn’t easy, not everyone 
can do it… I’m happy knowing I can 
provide for my parents and my fam-
ily,” Santiago Garcia said. “But at the 
same time, it saddens me knowing I 
can’t see or be with them, so I try not to 




The idea was originally started four 
years ago by Robert Unseld, associate 
director of the Center for Career and 
Professional Development, and was 
only going to be a one-time thing. Be-
cause of the positive student response, 
however, the cranes have since be-
come an annual event. 
The cranes are made by the student 
staff of Center for Career and Profes-
sional Development.
Pikeville junior Katie Stafford was 
the student worker who oversaw her 
co-workers in the making of the paper 
cranes. She said they began making the 
cranes during the first week of classes 
in August last semester. She, along with 
14 other student workers, folded an av-
erage of 10 cranes every week before 
reaching a total of 2,800 cranes.
“I wasn’t that great at folding them at 
first,” Stafford said.
She said they watched instruction-
al videos on how to fold the cranes 
to aid them in the process, and the 
process allowed the student work-
ers to bond together in a way they 
may have not been able to. She said 
despite some instances when they 
thought they were on a time crunch, 
the crane making process, overall, 
went smoothly.
 “As it went on it became second na-
ture to fold the cranes, we could proba-
bly do it with our eyes closed,” she said.
 Stafford said she remembers her first
year seeing the cranes as a freshman
student and confesses to still having
her crane from her freshman year to-
day. She said the cranes are a culmina-
tion of her year spent in the Center for
Career and Professional Development.
For other students, she believes the
cranes offer a breath of relief before fi-
nals set in. 
“It’s finals week, it’s stressful and it’s
nice to see that pop of color and be
able to take it with you,” Stafford said.
CRANES
Continued from LIFE
at the end was any indication, it was 
more of a Pyrrhic victory [check out 
the multimedia piece on WKUherald.
com]. I certainly did not emerge un-
scathed. The pangs of heartburn felt 
hours later were a painful reminder. 
For those who really enjoy eating 
food (or anyone who eats for that mat-
ter), treating it as a nemesis puts the 
act in a very different light. To conquer 
it provides a new kind of satisfaction. 
Would I recommend it? Only if you’re 
really looking for a thrill. 
BG EATS
Continued from LIFE
An arrangement of paper cranes adorns a grassy area on Centennial Mall prior to 
finals week. The cranes, produced by WKU Career Services, serve as complimenta-
ry stress busters for students to pluck from the line as they walk to their last classes 
and finals of the spring semester. WILLIAM KOLB/HERALD
Th e work isn’t easy, not everyone can do 
it… I’m happy knowing I can provide for my 
parents and my family.”
Santiago Garcia
TOP: At the municipal offi  ces in Santa Ana, Oaxaca, Mexico, the name chosen by 
Rosalino and Sabina for their baby girl, Elyssia Yubizareth, is made offi  cial with fi n-
gerprints on March 10. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
BOTTOM: After attending a town fi esta in Xitla, Oaxaca, Mexico, everyone but Sa-
bina succumbed to the comfort of bed. The fi esta featured a basketball tournament, 
rodeo and carnival rides. NICK WAGNER/HERALD
MAY 7, 2015 b3WKUHERALD.COM




With finals approaching and the 
spring semester coming to a close, so 
ends the Office of International Pro-
grams’ series, “International Year of 
Ecuador.” 
The first of its kind, with many more 
planned to follow, International Year 
Of… endeavors to provide WKU stu-
dents and the surrounding communi-
ty with an opportunity to learn about 
the chosen country through different 
class courses and events, helped and 
facilitated through the expertise of fac-
ulty 
“Overall, I think we had a great num-
ber of programs,” Kari Paschetto, pro-
gramming coordinator, said. “We had 
a fantastic number of visitors come 
to our campus. We had several faculty 
members tying it in to their courses 
which is a big plus for us.”
The International Year Of… program 
was started when the Office of Interna-
tional Programs saw a need for more 
opportunities for internationalization.
“What we were realizing was there’s 
a large number of students who don’t 
go abroad and who may not have 
everyday interactions with interna-
tional students, so what are we doing 
to internationalize their experience?” 
Addie Cheney, assistant director for 
International Programs, said. “That’s 
where this idea came from. We bring 
the world to them. There’s no need to 
leave. They don’t need to travel—they 
don’t need to go abroad.”
 Chief International Officer Craig 
Cobane was interested in starting this 
type of program after seeing models 
from other schools.
The International Year of Ecuador 
was largely attributed to the help the 
late David Coffey, who had some of the 
strongest connections to the country. 
The faculty planning committee was 
made up of seven other members, who 
helped guide and shape the events 
and courses that followed throughout 
this school year. 
“We really rely heavily on a com-
mittee of faculty members with said 
expertise in the target countries,” 
Cheney said. 
South Africa will be this upcoming 
academic year’s focus. South Korea, 
as well as Bosnia and Herzegovina, are 
slated for 2016-2017 and 2017-2018, 
respectively.
Some future events include an ex-
hibit running throughout the fall in the 
Kentucky Building called “Conscience 
of the Human Spirit: The Life of Nelson 
Mandela.” Fifty-one quilts will be dis-
played, whose artists were inspired by 
the South African politician.
Africa Night, the result of collabo-
ration between the African Student 
Union and the College of Education 
and Behavioral Sciences is planned for 
a night in November. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to experience 
the food, music, fashion and dance of 
South Africa and other African coun-
tries.
In an effort to transform the learning 
experience for students at WKU, one 
of International Year Of South Africa’s 
goals is for faculty to extend interna-
tional perspectives and create cur-
riculum regarding the country, while 
bringing in outside speakers and cre-
ating other events related to the con-
tent of the class. 
To help provide for this, the Zuheir 
Sofia Endowed International Fac-
ulty Seminar will occur this summer, 
which will take a small group of facul-
ty, most without previous experience 
in the country, to three different South 
African universities in order to make 
faculty connections and further their 
disciplines.
“It’s an intensive interdisciplinary 
study program that centers around 
the target country,” Cheney said. “We 
really we want it to be a springboard 
for the faculty members’ long term en-
gagement with that country.”
The trip will be led by Mike Stokes, a 
biology professor specializing in wild-
life ecology and part of the planning 
committee for International Year of 
South Africa, who has been working 
and doing extensive research there 
since 2002, as well as leading student 
study abroad trips in the summer.
“I found it a country of such con-
trast,” Stokes said. “That economi-
cally, socially, ecologically, almost 
every way I could imagine, the 
country has fantastic challenges 
and opportunities.”
By internationalizing faculty, the 
hope is that they will remain engaged 
with the connections they made in 
the country and lend that to the class-
room, enabling them to expose their 
students to other diverse perspectives. 
“I’m really happy we have the opportu-
nity to do this,” Stokes said. “For those 
of us who appreciate internationaliza-
tion, (WKU) is a good place to do it, 
and I hope that passion spreads.”




Governor Steve Beshear stopped 
by WKU’s campus to celebrate the 
impending expansion of Florence 
Schnieder Hall, the building which 
currently houses the Gatton Academy 
of Math and Science.
Last year, the state allocated an addi-
tional $2 million in funding to expand 
Gatton Academy to accommodate for 
80 new students. This addition will 
bring the total number of Gatton stu-
dents to 200. 
While the building is being expand-
ed, Gatton students will stay in Bates-
Runner Hall starting in fall 2015. Up-
perclassmen honors students who 
had hoped to move into Bates are now 
being redirected to Gilbert Hall, which 
will be co-ed. 
Also present at the expansion cer-
emony were Speaker Pro Temp Jody 
Richards and Kentucky senator Mike 
Wilson, who serves as chair for the 
Senate Education Committee. 
Julia Gensheimer, a Gatton Acad-
emy student, said due to Gatton, her 
knowledge of various topics has in-
creased substantially. 
“Now I know how to code in Java and 
Mathematica…and have established a 
love for chemistry,” she said.
Gensheimer said she was thankful 
for Gatton Academy and how it has 
prepared her for college. 
“This community is truly one of a 
kind,” she said. 
President Gary Ransdell said due 
to the expansion, Gatton students 
will have an opportunity to travel the 
world, engage in research, compete 
for academic awards and scholarships 
and pursue an education and career of 
their dreams.
 “Best of all they will become Ken-
tucky’s future leaders,” he said. “Doc-
tors, scientists, entrepreneurs, legisla-
tors and maybe even governors.”
Others continued to praise the work 
of Gatton Academy.
“You’re getting gems coming here 
from all over the state of Kentucky,” 
Carol Martin “Bill” Gatton said. “When 
they come here, these gems get pol-
ished.”
Gatton serves as the largest donor 
toward the building. He said he hopes 
finances allow him to continue giving 
to his namesake program.
“I want to keep on making money so 
I can give it away,” he said.  
Veronica Johnson, an incoming Gat-
ton student from Bowling Green, said 
she was really excited for the expan-
sion and has wanted to go for a long 
time.
“It’s been so successful so far and just 
letting other people have that oppor-
tunity and making the state better, and 
it’s pretty cool,” she said.
WKUHERALD.com
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Students use hammocks, puppies to de-stress
WKU winds down with Pre-K activities
BY NICOLE ARES
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
While finals week may seem 
like the end of the world, stu-
dents are finding plenty of 
ways to take their minds off of 
late-night cram sessions and 
upcoming tests.
The hammocks strung 
across trees around cam-
pus are a testament to good 
weather and hanging out.
Many students find it re-
laxing to hang up their cov-
eted Eno hammocks on the 
hill between Grise Hall and 
the library, downtown on the 
square or at the scenic Shanty 
Hallow lake.
Chloe Lawson, sophomore 
psychology major and child 
studies minor, enjoys pitch-
ing up her hammock outside 
of the library to take her mind 
off of her demanding school-
work.
“Once you get overwhelmed 
with schoolwork, you need 
short breaks,” Lawson said. 
“Even if I am out here doing 
school work, it is still a relaxing 
environment and that helps 
me focus.”
Community groups also 
pool resources to alleviate stu-
dents’ stress. 
Each year, Hillvue Heights 
Church offers a “Late Night 
Study Night” for any student, 
regardless if he or she is a 
member of the church, who 
needs a place to hang out and 
hammer down their school-
work.
The study sessions run from 
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. the weeks be-
fore and during finals. The 
church also offers free ener-
gizing snacks and drinks to 
keep the studiers full, relaxed 
and focused. 
Jacq Cline, assistant for the 
college ministry and senior 
physical education major, said 
this program is an opportu-
nity for people to see another 
side of the church.
“This is a way for new peo-
ple to meet, to build relation-
ships and to get their studying 
done,” said Cline. “We will do 
whatever it takes to get stu-
dents here.”
Students looking for com-
panionship away from their 
research partners can cuddle 
up with four-legged friends on 
Monday of final’s week. 
The Downing Student Union 
Courtyard on Monday, May 11 
from 1 to 4 p.m. will feature 
Housing and Residence Life’s 
“Paws for Stress” day. Students 
can enjoy the company of 
animals such as therapy dogs, 
CanDoo and Hope.
Tonya Archey, director of 
Military Student Services and 
CanDoo’s handler, says the
dogs’ primary job is to pro-
vide a little comfort and a little
piece of home here on cam-
pus.
“CanDoo really belongs to
21,000 students. He has 21,000
owners,” Archey said.
For students experiencing
severe test anxiety or stress,
the Anxiety and Depression
Association of America sug-
gests taking a “time-out” and
practicing yoga, getting a mas-
sage or physically removing
oneself from the stress trigger.
Counting to 10 slowly and re-
peating the count also helps
alleviate stress in a situation,
the ADAA said. 
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Students were given the opportu-
nity to go back to a simpler time on 
Wednesday, jamming out to some 90s 
music, coloring or playing hopscotch. 
Students from a section of Honors 
251: Citizen & Self held Pre-K for a Day 
on Centennial Mall. Honors 
251 is a required class for students 
enrolled in the Honors College. Stu-
dents in the class study the concepts 
of citizenship, democracy and com-
munity.
Students who attended were able to 
recapture that kindergarten spirit by 
blowing bubbles, playing corn hole, 
molding Play-Doh, coloring and par-
taking in many other familiar child-
hood activities. Louisville freshman 
Amanda Selvage said her interest was 
captured by the hopscotch and the 
potential for face painting. 
“I love doing this stuff. I love color-
ing. I think this is a great way to de-
stress everybody,” Selvage said. 
Gallatin, Tennessee freshman Britta-
ny Ward said the idea for their project 
developed early on in class. When they 
began brainstorming about problems 
that affected Bowling Green and the 
country at large, anxiety amongst col-
lege students was brought up. She 
said the support for the project was 
overwhelming, and everyone decided 
to take up the issue as a project.
“Every single person in our class 
made anxiety their No. 1 or No. 2 
choice, so it was an overwhelming de-
cision to go with it,” Ward said. 
From there, Ward said her class of 
eight other students broke off into 
groups to get an academic perspec-
tive of anxiety. She said groups stud-
ied the physiological affects of anxiety, 
gender roles and sexuality, emotional 
support animals and anxiety and anx-
iety in college students. She said the 
group’s extensive research led them to 
a surprising conclusion.
“Our research through interview-
ing students on campus and look-
ing through journal articles online 
showed the week before finals is actu-
ally the most stressful,” she said.
Independence freshman Molly 
Couch is one of the students involved 
with the project. She said the groups 
project restructured the typical for-
mat of the class so they could collec-
tively try to offer students a form of al-
leviation before finals week. She said 
the project is meant to offer a little 
bit of time for students to not have to 
think about exams, studying or worry-
ing about what they have to do next. 
“We wanted to recapture the spirit 
of kindergarten and preschool where 
you didn’t have so much stuff to worry 
about,” Couch said. 
Ward said they also passed out infor-
mation about how to cope with anxi-
ety, and the group also worked with 
the Counseling and Testing Center on 
this to assure they were taking the ap-
propriate steps. Ward said her biggest 
hope for the project was to give stu-
dents the opportunity to experience 
the good old days when everything 
was a little more stress free.
“It’s kind of a sense of nostalgia, and 





WKu's no. 1 source for campus news
MAY 7, 2015 b5WKUHERALD.COM























































Virginia  at noon 
Baseball vs. 


























































































Hilltoppers set to wrap up hot-and-cold season
BY JOHN REECER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Hilltoppers sit at 9-15 
in conference play with only 
two three-game series’ against 
Marshall and Florida Atlantic 
left in their inaugural C-USA 
season.  
Despite the losing record in 
league play, WKU owns victo-
ries over conference foes LA 
Tech, Old Dominion, FIU and 
UTSA. However, inconsistent 
play continues to plague the 
team as MTSU, UAB and Rice 
all completed series sweeps 
against the Hilltoppers. 
“It’s been a good league this 
season. I wish we could’ve 
finished some of these games 
off because we are definitely a 
12-15 win team in this league,” 
Head Coach Matt Myers said. 
“The biggest difference that I 
have seen between the con-
ferences is that the depth of 
the pitching staffs and rota-
tions are all really quality.”
In their conference series 
against LA Tech, the Bulldogs 
blew out WKU in the first 
game by a score of 20-1. Nev-
ertheless, in under 24 hours 
the Hilltoppers returned the 
favor and blew out the Bull-
dogs 15-6 in game two.  
Junior outfielder Anderson 
Miller continues to prove to 
be one of the bright spots on 
the season for WKU. Miller is 
currently second in Confer-
ence -USA in home runs (12) 
and runs (43), all while sport-
ing a  .310 batting average on 
the season. 
“Every day we are just try-
ing to get to 1-0 at this point,” 
Miller said. “We just have to 
flush out everything that has 
happened these past couple 
of weekends and just look at 
every game as opening day.”
One of the main problems 
for the Hilltoppers in confer-
ence play proves to be the play 
on the mound. WKU possess-
es a team ERA of 4.65 as junior 
Josh Bartley is the only pitcher 
on the team with at least 40 in-
nings pitched and a winning 
record (5-4). 
The quality of play at home 
during conference play con-
tinues to be an area of con-
cern for the Hilltoppers as 
nine of the team’s 15 confer-
ence losses occurred at Nick 
Denes Field this season.   
With only six conference 
games left, the Hilltoppers 
cannot afford to walk away 
with a losing record as they sit 
outside the conference play-
offs. 
“Everyone knows what’s go-
ing on so I’m not trying to in-
crease the tension and pres-
sure of these next couple of 
weeks,” Myers said. “I don’t 
want our senior Saturday to 
be just our senior Saturday. I 
want it to be a game that we 
need to win to get into the 
tournament.”
Winning the C-USA tour-
nament will be the only that 
WKU will earn a spot in the 
NCAA tournament consider-
ing that the team’s RPI pres-
ently stands at 93rd in the na-
tion. 
The change from the Sun 
Belt to C-USA could’ve been 
a lot smoother for the Hill-
toppers, but WKU has shown 
enough flashes of talent in its 
inaugural season in the con-
ference to prove its worth. 
Only time will tell if the Hill-
toppers can turn into one of 
the leaders of the conference 
year in and year out. 
BASEBALL 
60- meter run and ran second place in 
the 200- meter dashes. He’s also been 
a key factor in the men’s 4x400 meter 
relay that earned the fifth fastest time 
at one most elite regular season meets 
with a time of 3:05.95. 
“I think we have what it takes, every-
body just has to come together and 
get the job done because we know its 
crunch time— I got injured last year 
right before conference and I learned 
to not be hesitant, but to give it your 
all,” Redwine said. 
Redwine was also injured this sea-
son at the Penn Relays, preventing him 
from running in the Kentucky Relays, 
and is still recovering but has had heal-
ing treatments twice a day since then. 
“We think he will be okay and if he 
can have a good weekend I think it will 
really take us a long way,” Coach Jen-
kins said. 
The Lady Toppers will be competing 
as well and have had several women 
earn female field athlete of the week, 
including senior pole vaulter Karleigh 
Parker and sophomore sprinter Carrol 
Hardy. 
Hardy has earned back-to-back wins 
in the regular season at the Hilltopper 
Relays and Florida Relays. She compet-
ed in the 100-meter dash and 200-me-
ter dash coming in at 11.60 and 23.91 
respectively.  
Parker made her last year as a Hill-
topper well worthwhile, earning C-
USA Female Field Athlete of the week 
four times in 2015—twice in outdoor 
and twice in indoor.  
According to Coach Jenkins, senior 
Jodi Miller on distance looks like the 
person whose getting it done for the 
team. 
He is expecting a few more people to 
step up in some places but realizes the 
distance runners have lingering physi-
cal injuries. 
“Both teams have a long road to haul 
in this league, it's very competitive, 
but it all comes down to are you good 
enough to beat people on that day, at 
that time, and if we can we will be suc-
cessful,” Coach Jenkins said. 
with WKU football strength and condi-
tioning coach Justin Lovett. 
The caption read: “Working w/ @
justin_lovett, former @WKUBasketball 
star George Fant seeing how he likes 
football w/ the Tops #GoTops. 
Naturally, social media erupted at the 
idea that one of the best Hilltoppers to 
ever wear a basketball uniform would 
return for a fifth year in shoulder pads 
and a helmet. 
The idea is a proven one… former 
New Orleans Saint turned Seattle Se-
ahawk Jimmy Graham, Denver Bron-
co turned Jacksonville Jaguar Julius 
Thomas, San Diego Charger Antonio 
Gates and retired future hall of famer 
Tony Gonzalez, just to name a few, 
were all basketball players in college 
that moved on to exceptional careers 
in the NFL. 
And how much would Hilltopper 
fans like to see one of the best quar-
terbacks in WKU history—Brandon 
Doughty—throw to the six-foot-six, 
250 pound Fant if he were to suit up 
at the tight end position? I know I 
would.  
The rumors, which are up to this 
point more or less hearsay, have none-
theless kept WKU fans on their toes, 
begging for more information. 
The facts are that just a few days be-
fore the Twitter post, Fant told the Dai-
ly News that he was not considering 
playing one season of football at WKU. 
Student-athletes receive five years of 
athletic eligibility at their institution, 
four per sport, which leaves the home-
town hero the option of dressing up in 
a slightly different red and white for 
one last go-around. 
The question obviously would be 
why.  Fant has been focusing on bas-
ketball since high school— not playing 
a game of organized, full-contact foot-
ball since middle school. 
Allegedly, several unknown NFL 
teams have expressed interest in 
Fant, and the Daily News reports that 
Fant has even made a combine-type 
video and sent it to several organiza-
tions. 
For now, no commitment has been 
made by the program or Fant, but it’s 
safe to say that Fant is in good hands 
working with Lovett, who has proven 
experience working with former col-
lege basketball stars in the NFL. 
Lovett trained the aforementioned 
Julius Thomas when Lovett was part of 
the Broncos strength and conditioning 
staff. Thomas played four years of bas-
ketball at Portland State before coming 
back for just one season of football and 
was, subsequently, drafted. 
Surely the senior has some sort of 
idea as to which way he is leaning, but 
for now his lips are sealed. With spring 
training completely over and the sea-
son still far off in the distance, his lips 
could remain sealed for quite a bit lon-
ger.  
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WKU looks for post-season silverware after regular season title
BY HUNTER FRINT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Topper softball 
team secured the Conference 
USA Regular-Season Cham-
pionship after notching their 
seventh conference series 
win this past weekend against 
Middle Tennessee. 
The three game series was 
held in Murfreesboro and 
closed out WKU’s regular sea-
son. WKU (31-12, 16-5) won 
the first game on Saturday 
3-0, but slipped in the sec-
ond, giving the Blue Raiders a 
6-1 win.
The last game of the series—
and the season—was a toss 
up. After making some adjust-
ments at the plate, the Lady 
Toppers pulled through and 
won 11-7 securing the three-
game series.
This win also secured the 
championship for WKU, who 
was picked to finish fifth in the 
C-USA preseason poll.
Having won every league 
series this season, the team is 
prepared to travel to Miami 
May 7 for the C-USA Tourna-
ment, starting with the Char-
lotte 49ers Thursday morning 
at 10 a.m.
“In every big game that 
we’ve played, we’ve been in 
it. If we’ve lost a game against 
a ranked opponent, it’s been 
by one, and so it can get a 
little frustrating, but also 
on the bright side of that is 
it’s one run,” Head Coach 
Amy Tudor said. “You know, 
a couple things go our way 
(and) we win those games.”
WKU took on Charlotte 
the weekend of April 24 in 
the Lady Toppers’ last home 
showcase of the season, win-
ning the series 2-1. 
“We’re going to take Char-
lotte first and that’s our ap-
proach. You know, we stand 
there for 26 innings, I think, 
or 27, I’m not sure exactly and 
hopefully we have them fig-
ured out by now,” Tudor said. 
“It’s tourney time and any-
thing can happen. You survive 
and move on.”
Assuming the Lady Toppers 
progress in the tournament, 
they will put Miranda Kramer 
on the mound in all contests. 
Kramer has broken and set 
several records this season for 
WKU. She recently earned her 
record breaking eighth C-USA 
Pitcher of the Week Award af-
ter setting the WKU softball 
program’s record of three no-
hitters.
“I mean it’s no different 
than any game that we have. 
Obviously there’s a lot more 
pressure, but you know I 
can only control what I can 
control so going out and just 
keeping the batters off bal-
ance, spinning it, moving 
it,” Kramer said. “These next 
three games are probably 
going to be three of the best 
games I’m going to throw all 
year.” 
Charlotte is ranked No. 8 
for the Tournament, and if 
the Lady Toppers pull a win 
they will be the first of po-
tentially three opponents 
faced. 
“We got to get our pitch and 
put a good bat on the ball. We’ll 
hold it down in the circle and 
figure out ways to score runs. 
We’re ready to go,” Tudor said. 
“We’re playing for the tourna-
ment. That’s what we can con-
trol, and that’s what we’re go-
ing to talk about is Charlotte, 
game one.”
Senior Infielder Preslie 
Cruce holds a batting aver-
age of .282, and the last time 
the team faced Charlotte the 
Atlanta native went 3-for-3 at 
the plate.
“I think we’re really excited.
I’ve been dreaming about
winning the Conference Tour-
nament since, you know, the
season started,” Cruse said.
“This is our main goal. We’ve
got to get through this [game]
first to get to our next and to
move on. It’s really, really im-
portant to me.” 
The C-USA Tournament will
begin on May 7 and will end
May 9. 
“I think on any given day any
team can win. I think we’ve set
ourselves up to be the home
team. We’ve taken care of busi-
ness. We’ve won every confer-
ence series that we’ve played,”
said Coach Tudor, “I feel like
we have dominance on the
mound, and I feel like we
have eight seniors who have
postseason play. We’re going







would not be return-
ing for a second sea-
son on the squad. 
Marberry—a 6-foot-8 
big man from Nash-
ville featured in twelve 
games for the Toppers 
last campaign, and 
though he is roughly 30 
pounds shy of Geroge 
Fant’s frame, could 
have been looked to 
next season to provide a post presence 
in the latter’s absence. 
Finally comes the most recent news 
that sophomore walk-on Brandon 
Price is no longer a 
part of the program 
either, and is actively 
pursuing a scholar-
ship elsewhere. 
This was the only 
statement made by 
WKU regarding the 
announcement—
one that was made 
amidst the sopho-
more receiving his 
second drug-related citation since 
coming to the Hill.  
Price was cited on Saturday for drug 
paraphernalia and failure to wear a 
seat belt. He was cited by WKUPD in 
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less than impressive record, but with-
in their 16 victories they field a series 
sweep of MTSU, who just recently 
swept WKU. 
“This is the hand we have been dealt, 
and we can’t do anything about that. 
Our goal is still the same as it was at the 
start of the season and that’s making 
the conference tournament,” junior 
pitcher John Harmon said. “We have a 
tough road ahead, but I firmly believe 
that we are more than capable of do-
ing that.”  
For the Hilltoppers, a point of em-
phasis in the series will be stopping 
the Marshall combination of senior 
infielder T.J. Diffenderfer and junior 
pitcher Chase Boster. 
“They have really good starting pitch-
ing. Everyone in the league says that 
they have three really good arms that 
will give them a chance to win,” My-
ers said. “Our arms will have to match 
theirs so that our offense doesn’t feel 
the pressure because our offense is ne-
gated when we are behind.” 
Diffenderfer is the Thundering Herd’s 
best all-around hitter as he currently 
leads the team in RBI’s (28), home runs 
(4) and doubles (10) while also having 
a .304 batting average. Boster is Mar-
shall’s best all-around pitcher as the 
right-hander is 5-1 on the season with 
a 2.59 ERA. 
However, WKU should have a large 
advantage at the plate in the series as 
the Hilltoppers field a team batting
average of .277 compared to the .260
average of the Thundering Herd. Mar-
shall also only has 19 team home runs
on the season compared to the Hill-
toppers 41. 
“We just have to flush out everything
that has happened these past couple of
weekends and just look at every game
as opening day,” junior Anderson Mill-
er said. “If we get into the tournament,
we have a group of guys with our setup






WKu's no. 1 source 
for campus news
BY JONAH PHILLIPS 
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU basketball team now has
lost three players




the total to six. 
First came the an-
nouncement that DJ
Clayton would be
seeking a transfer not
long after the conclu-
sion of the season.  The loss of the 6-6
freshman from Oakland, California
could prove to be the biggest blow to
the Toppers, as Clayton was featured in
29 games last season, and starting two. 
Topper fans were looking for Clay-
ton to fill both the offensive shoes of
TJ Price and the defensive shoes of
Trency Jackson.  
Next came the announcement that
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» Correction: In an infographic run on May 5, Tight End Mitchell 
Henry and Defensive Back Cam Thomas’ portraits appeared next 
to the opposite's information. The Herald strives for accuracy and 
accountably, and regrets this error. You can fi nd the corrected 
graphic at WKUHerald.com.
Historic season leads WKU into C-USA championships 
BY ALEXUS RICHARDSON 
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
A successful WKU Track and Field 
regular season has come to an end, 
and in exactly one week, the program 
will head to El Paso, Texas for their 
inaugural outdoor Conference USA 
Championships. 
This season the team has earned 
more than 50 C-USA honors, countless 
wins in their respective events, bro-
ken school records and the men were 
ranked in the top 25 in the USTFCCCA 
poll the week of March 25. 
“I’ve seen steady improvement over 
the weeks and this next month will be 
crucial for us,” Head Coach Erik Jen-
kins said. “We plan on staying healthy, 
and getting as many people in the fi-
nals- all the works been done now its 
about executing.” 
According to Jenkins, for each event 
the team has one player who can dom-
inate at the conference level. 
For the men’s distance, sophomore 
Endalow Takele is expected to play 
a lead role for the team. Takele only 
raced five times during the outdoor 
season as a freshman, but still man-
aged to place third or higher in four out 
of the five races. 
“Everyone had to do their best at 
the indoor meet—but somebody who 
really had to was Takele competing 
against UTEP guys that were All-Amer-
icans. With some pretty good runners, 
he was able to hold his own,” Jenkins 
said. 
After breaking records at the Bellar-
mine Relays, senior Travis Gerding was 
able to come back the next week and 
top that record with a toss of 199 feet-6 
inches at the Kentucky Relays. 
The team will be competing against 
the University of Texas at San Antonio 
who, according to Coach Jenkins, will 
earn most of their points in throws. 
The throwers are expecting a good 
meet to neutralize the points of their 
competition.  
Sprints will play a huge part in the 
championships. Jenkins maintains 
that the C-USA is one of the three fast-
est leagues in the NCAA along with the 
Big 12 Conference and the Southern 
Connecticut Conference. 
Junior sprinter Ja’Karyus Redwine 
said he’s feeling pretty confident in the 
team’s ability to win crown. 
Redwine was recognized with Indoor 
All Sun-Belt Conference honors in the 
Senior Jatavia Wright clears a hurdle during the WKU Hilltopper Relays April 11 at 
Charles M. Rueter Track and Field Complex. Ashley Cooper/HERALD
BY JONAH PHILLIPS 
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
A twitter post from WKU Football’s 
official account and subsequent ar-
ticle by the Bowling 
Green Daily News’ 
Zach Greenwell has 
WKU fans buzzing 
about George Fant. 
Fant, who just com-
pleted one of the most 
illustrious careers in 
Hilltopper basketball 
history, was pictured 
on Twitter training 
SEE BEYOND THE ARC PAGE B6
SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL
PAGE B6












third loss for 
WKU hoops





The Hilltopper baseball team (23-24) will travel to 
Huntington, West Virginia to 
play Marshall University (16-30) 
this weekend for what might be 
WKU’s most important series of 
the season. 
With a conference record of 
9-15, the Hilltoppers are in a 
critical situation this weekend as 
the team is currently on the out-
side of the Conference-USA play-
offs by just one game. Charlotte 
University is presently in eighth 
place and is the last team in the 
playoffs with 10 victories.
“We just got to keep playing 
hard," said Head Coach Matt Myers 
It’s unfortunate we out played a lot 
of people and have not finished it 
lately. I expect this team to be ready 
Friday because they still know that 
their destiny is in their own hands. 
We will be ready to play, whether we 
will execute for a full nine innings is 
the big question.” 
WKU must walk away from the 
weekend with a series victory 
as their last conference series is 
against the No. 16 team in the 
country, Florida Atlantic.   
With so much at stake for WKU, 
the Thundering Herd will not 
back down from the challenge. 
Marshall is also battling for a 
spot in the conference playoffs, 
as they currently have eight con-
ference wins.
The Thundering Herd own a 
SEE BASEBALL PAGE B7
Hilltoppers travel to Marshall for crucial conference series
